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Dear Friends;

As you read through this edition of The Messenger, you will discover many of the exciting
ministries that Surfside UMC has to offer. Make sure to look for the picture showing the
wall of shoe boxes full of presents for Operation Shoebox. We have a new digital camera
which will enable us to take pictures and video of our members, ministries, and missions
for inclusion here and on our website. We are also including pictures of our new members
with this issue.

One of the new ministries Surfside is undertaking is Upward Basketball. This is an excel-
lent Christian-based sports program for children. Volunteers are needed to serve as
coaches, prayer team participants, refs, score keepers, clock operators, devotion givers,
concessions workers, set-up, and clean-up crew. Look for the article inside for more infor-
mation.

Advent begins on November 29. This year our special offering for Advent and Christmas
will go to provide assistance for local families. To contribute to this special assistance
fund, write “Advent” and the amount of your gift for this fund on your offering envelope.

As you are most certainly aware, there are a number of families in our community having
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a difficult time financially due to the job market. If you are able to make an extra offering
above what you are already giving in support of the ministries and missions of our church,
your gift will be greatly appreciated.

We have several special Advent and Christmas services planned for you this year. Our
worship will be enhanced by plenty of special music from all of our choirs. Details of
many of the services are included in this newsletter.

On Christmas Eve we are hosting three candlelighting worship services at the same times
as last year: 5:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m., and 11:00 p.m. The early service was the most crowded
so if you are able to attend one of the later services, you might want to consider that. At
the early service our children will be singing and we will be baptizing a baby in addition to
the carols, lessons, and sermon. Our middle service will be a festive service with special
music, carols, lessons, and a Christmas message. The late night service will be a more sa-
cred service with special music, carols, lessons, communion, and a special Christmas mes-
sage from Pastor Kim. Since our last service will be entirely different from the first two,
you should consider attending one of the early services and then return to join your church
family in welcoming the Christ-child singing “Silent Night” as Christmas Eve becomes
Christmas Day.

Many of your unchurched neighbors would be most appreciative of an invitation to join
you at one of our special services during Advent and Christmas. Riding together and sit-
ting together with you would also help alleviate some of the fear they might have of at-
tending SUMC for the first time.

Teresa, Aliceann and | wish you a very special and blessed Holy Season. We also invite
you to come by our house (919 Lonnie St., M.B. off HWY 707 in Socastee) on Sunday,
December 20, between 3 and 6 p.m., to enjoy food, fellowship, and all the decorations

Teresa and Aliceann set up. With warmest Christmas blessings,




PAGE 2

ANOTE FROM THE PARISH PASTOR

By the time you read this article, we will be approxi-
mately 25 days away from Christmas. So | want to ask
you to reflect on Christmas......... and beyond...

Perhaps most people breathe a sigh of relief when
Christmas is over. Adults most certainly do! The up-
heaval, excitement, expense and chaos that Christmas
brings usually makes most adults more than thankful
when Christmas is over for yet another year!

It's different, however, for children. After Christmas,
most children experience disappointment.....the decora-
tions are gone, the Christmas tree is banished and the
last crumbs from the Christmas cookies are long gone.

But in the church's calendar, there is no "end" to Christ-
mas. It is March when the church celebrates the com-
ing of the angel Gabriel to tell Mary that she is going to
be the mother of the promised Savior....and then
the following February marks Candlemas, when Joseph
and Mary visited the temple to dedicate the baby Jesus
to God. So actually, there is a whole year of months
included in the complete Christmas story!

In the most complete sense, then, what began in the
manger at Bethlehem lasts the whole year
through! Jesus' birth was only the beginning of God's
awesome plan to bring light and life to the
world. When Jesus chose to become a human being
like us, he brought God Almighty to us! Although he
was a real human baby, Jesus was also God incar-
nate! Jesus came to tell us all about God and how God
feels about us. Jesus came to show, as well as to tell
us, what God is like.

As he grew up, Jesus made God's love known by every-
thing he did. Jesus helped and healed and cared for
everyone he met! But from the beginning of time, God
had a still more wonderful plan for showing God's
love! That love is so great, that Jesus willingly died to
take away all our wrongdoing and bring us back close
to God. Christmas was the beginning that led up to the
first Good Friday and Easter Day!

Nothing can ever be the same since that first Christ-
mas. Because of Jesus' birth, his Spirit is with us now
and God's love is spread everywhere in the world!

So for those who invite him into their lives, Jesus has
come to stay.....this Christmas....and all year long!

Thanks be to God!

Pastor Kim

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Ladies,
What a wonderful meeting that Care Circle hosted. We had
great a morning of fellowship and now have installed all the
new officers for 2010. Thanks Care Circle.

Ladies we all need to start BAKING = }\[\\\
COOKIES and don't stop BAKING IP& \?)
COOKIES till Friday, December 18. 18,
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We have our yearly Cookie Walk on k: 1 \ .} \ \
Saturday morning at the Fellowship A=+ = o
Hall from 9:00-12:00. We need you CoolueWalk
to bring your cookies to the church
on Friday so we can get the tables set up. Now for all you
Church members that are not familiar with our Cookie
Walk. We have a variety of Cookies and they are set out for
you to come in and purchase a bag and then you go around
the table and choose your cookies and fill your bags. We
sell two different sizes of bags and then tie them off with a
bow so they work great for little gifts, etc. So everyone
mark your calendars and come see us on Saturday, Decem-
ber 19th from 9:00-12:00.

Also, on December 10th Mary Baker Circle is going to Wal-
lace Family Life Center and | am going to drive wone of the
vans and Judy Lienemann the other so we need your help in
filling them up. It is a fun time to get together and go see
where our donations are going to and how they are helping
so many children. So ladies if you can please some join us
you will leave with more than you came with | promise.

This will be my last news letter that | will be writing for
UMW. So | wanted to say thank you when | took this posi-
tion 6 years ago | never dreamed | would get out of this
what | have. At the time | knew it was time to get involved
in a church again as | had been in the past. | was not a circle
member and had never been to a meeting other than when |
was a little girl and | would go with Mother to her meetings.
If not for all the MANY ladies who helped me stay on track
and do things correctly | would have never made it. To all
of you I thank you for helping me to grow in my walk. |
have always been one to believe that you help those at home
and local then you branch out UMW has shown me there is
a world of women and children that need our help and we
are an organization of the whole world working on the same
cause. We at Surfside Beach are a small part of the whole
puzzle but ladies what a part of that puzzle you all are. | am
so thankful to have been a part with you. | am so excited
about all of the new board and what they will bring to our
group and how we will continue to grow. So with all of that
said thank you, God Bless each of you and have a very
Blessed Christmas. | love you all and thank you for 6 won-
derful years.

God Bless, Debbie

UMW READING PROGRAM
The newest book is “Called as Partners in Christ’s Ser-
vice.” If you have always thought of mission as “giving”
this book will open your mind to the concept of also
“receiving.” Remember, R.R.
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HOPE CIRCLE

Hope Circle will be holding its Christmas Salad Lunch-
eon at 12:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 3 at the home
of June Reese. Each member will bring either a salad or
dessert to share and a $5 gift to exchange. Circle members
will bring their filled Christmas stockings for Help 4 Kids
and share ideas for visiting nursing homes and visiting
shut-ins during the holidays.

JOY CIRCLE
Joy Circle "Christmas Party"
Joy Circle will meet at Bee Swartz's home, 518 14th Ave-
nue North, for our Christmas Party at 5:00 p.m. Tuesday,
December 8th. The food will be furnished by Bee and
desserts by Ann Smith. Please remember to bring money
for our Christmas family.

MARY BAKER CIRCLE
We will meet at Damon’s restaurant on Wednesday, De-
cember 9 at noon. There will be an offering of cleaning
supplies to be delivered to the Wallace Family Life Center
a few days later.

CARE CIRCLE

CARE Circle will hold their annual Christmas Gathering
on MONDAY, DECEMBER 14" at 6:30 p.m. at the home
of Gini Abee (Call 651-1224 for directions). Wear your
jeans and a Christmas Sweater. Bring munchies, salads,
finger foods or desserts. Soup and beverages will be pro-
vided. We will be collecting unwrapped children’s books
for all ages for Fostering Hope. Also, bring a Christmas
item ($15 limit) for our traditional holiday swap! For
more information call Barbara Ramsbottom, CARE Circle
President at 650-8825. All ladies are welcome, even if
you have not been in quite a while. This is a perfect way
to share in the season with special old and new friends.
Merry Christmas, y’all!

4% THECAROLINA  “a

‘ _ LAY’ \ASTER CHORALE “a’% ~

/ presents the world premiere \

of Andrew Fowler’s
An Outbreak of Peace: A Christmas Oratorio.

The oratorio is a compelling and dramatic musical telling
of the famous Christmas Eve truce of 1914 when a single
German soldier began singing Silent Night in his native
tongue and climbed from the trenches to approach the Al-
lied forces with a white truce sign and a Christmas tree
shining with candles. Soon soldiers from both sides joined
together, exchanging chocolate, showing each other photo-
graphs from home, and keeping Christmas... until dawn,
when all returned to their separate trenches and the horrors
of history’s bloodiest war.

N

December 12 at 8:00 p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church,
Myrtle Beach and December 13 at 4:00 p.m.
at Calabash Presbyterian Church, Sunset Beach, NC.
$15 in advance, $20 at the door.
Call (843) 444-5774 for tickets and information.

FRIENDLY SENIORS
Mark your calendar for Tuesday, December 15 at 12:00
noon. Bring a covered dish and a need for good food fix.
We will have great food, even greater fellowship and
maybe a little singing. If you have an extra can or box of
food bring it too for the food bank. See you there.

| NEW MINISTRY w
S OPPORTUNITY S
COMING TO SUMC

Have you ever heard of the Stephen o

Ministry program? Stephen Minis-
try is distinctively Christian care giving for people going
through difficult times or who are otherwise in need of
support in their lives. Stephen Ministers are lay caregivers
trained by Stephen Leaders in their congregation. A
Stephen Minister often comes alongside a person whose
life has been turned topsy-turvy by a crisis or tragedy, and
that Stephen Minister cares for that person as he or she
puts his or her life back together. The Stephen Ministry
Series is a complete system of training and organizing lay
persons to offer care giving ministry in and around their
congregations. Stephen Ministers make an initial two year
commitment to training and service, and after their first 50
hours of training, they begin caring for a care receiver
while participating in twice-monthly peer supervision and
continuing education. It sounds pretty complicated and
involved....but it is much needed in our church!

If you are interested in finding out more about the Stephen
Ministry, please come to an informational meeting on
Monday, December 7th at 6:30 p.m. in Room 110. Call
Pastor Kim for more information.

This coming Advent, our Spirit
Singers and chamber orchestra
will combine to present Joseph
Martin’s “Mystery and Majesty”
during both worship services on
December 20. This dramatic can-

Chnstmas tata is filled with classic carols as
M well as newly composed anthems.
usIic

Brilliant orchestrations and po-
etic narrations complete this joyous Christmas gift that
shines new light upon the miracles surrounding the
birth of Jesus, awakening in us a sense of the divine,
and filling us with child-like wonder. Let the words
and music of this cantata draw you close to the manger
and open your heart to the mystery and majesty of
Christmas.

Mary Baker Circle will go to Wallace
Family Life Center on Thursday, De-
cember 10th. We will take cleaning

supplies to the mission. If you would
like to go with us, please call Nancy
Yongue at 238-2958.




ERATON CIRTHA CHILD

THANKS FOR THE SIMPLE GIFT!

It's hard to imagine never having received a gift before, but
that's the reality for many children who receive an Opera-
tion Christmas Child shoebox!

Operation Christmas Child is the world's largest children's
Christmas appeal with a heritage of over 19 years! Every
year, Operation Christmas Child is made possible through
the amazing support of thousands of children and
adults. Last year alone, Operation Christmas Child sent 1.2
million shoeboxes packed full of goodies to children in
parts of Africa, Central Asia and Eastern Europe.

A shoebox giver named Zoe writes......."When | was think-
ing about what to put in my box, | looked at all the infor-
mation and stories on the website. | sent a woolly hat be-
cause winter in countries like Bosnia is cold, hard and bitter
and people often don't have electricity. Some shoeboxes
are going to children living on the streets. But even in Afri-
can countries, it gets very cold at night. | also sent a book
and some pens because | heard how much children appre-
ciate them. At a school in Swaziland, one little boy was so
excited that he had a pencil case and pencils in his shoebox
that he ran off to give them as a gift to his sister! 1 also sent
a toothbrush and toothpaste because | know how important
it is for all children to be able to brush their teeth. And, of
course, | included a teddy bear because for everyone, ted-
dys are a sign of love...a sign that someone cares about
you."

At our Blessing of the Boxes Service on November 15th,
the number of shoeboxes being sent by the Surfside UMC
was 209! That is awesome!!! Thank you so much!!!l By
giving so generously in this way, we begin the 2009 Season
of Peace knowing that the gifts we send will be both useful
and special to a needy child somewhere in the world!

U OO LG PTG DTG e,
Tuesday, 6:00-

8:00 p.m. in the volunteer’s office. Please come assist
us answering the phones or just to observe. Sign up
sheets on the board just inside the parking lot entrance.

PRESCHOOL NEWS
Happy Holidays!

We want to thank you all very
much for your support at our Hot Dog
Stand. We made close to $400.00. My @5
book fair was a huge success too. We ~
earned $450.00 in free books and resources. It
was a very rewarding month. One of the things we spend
that money on is a class, ‘Stretch-n-Grow’. This is an
exercise class for children run by professionals. They use
noodles, balls and great music to make it fun. Each class
has it twice a month. The preschool and the Parents Club
are splitting the cost! Come peek in the windows of the
FLC on Tuesday mornings at 9:30 a.m.

During December we stress the ‘Reason for the
Season’, the birth of Jesus. So, along with Santa and all
the other holiday crafts we will talk about the Baby Jesus
and his birth. To stress this, the four-year-old classes will
present a “Christmas Pageant” on Friday, December 18"
at 10:00 a.m. You are all welcome to come.

Preschoolers love to sing Christmas songs. So we
are hoping to sing for the church groups meeting in De-
cember. We welcome any opportunity to show them off.
Enjoy the season!

Respectfully,
Carol Ann Thrall, Director

HEALING CIRCLE FELLOWSHIP

If you are an individual who is traveling the journey of
grief....grief from the death of a loved one, divorce, job
loss, etc., you are invited to join us every Thursday after-
noon at 2:00 p.m. in the Church Parlor for the Healing
Circle Fellowship. In the Healing Circle fellowship, we
spend an hour witnessing about our grief, "comparing
notes" about grief experiences, and simultaneously shar-
ing "success stories" of how we've been able to move
from grief toward healing and wholeness. If you would
like to participate in this nurturing experience of support
and care, plan to join us any Thursday afternoon at 2:00
p.m. Call Pastor Kim for more information, or if you
have any questions.

SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING

In compliance with our SC United Methodist
Conference and our church’s adopted policy for
the Safe Sanctuary, we will offer a safe sanctuary
training class on Tuesday, December 8 at 6:30
p.m. in Room 110. This will be offered to anyone
who missed our last training class and anyone
who will be working with our children and/or vul-
nerable adults. Please call the church office to
register.
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Elmer Herman, 3618 Magnolia Street, Myrtle Beach,
SC 29577. Elmer is joining by profession of faith.

John and Pat Messinger309 Skyland Pines Drive, Myrtlg
Beach, SC 29588. John is joining by letter of transtemfi
United Methodist Church in Easton, Pennsylvania and P
joining as an associate member. John is retired from Ex
Mobil with 38 years as a chemical engineer. Pat is a re
exercise instructorLarry and Norma Hoag, 249 Palladium
Drive, Myrtle Beach, SC 29575. Larry and Norma are jd
ing by Profession of Faith. Larry is retired from theeied

government and Norma is retired. She worked with mentaly,

challenged adults and currently serves as a mentor at Se
Elementary School.

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry invites you to p
ticipate in their efforts to distribute Pra
Shawls to those in need. If you would lik
submit a name(s) of an individual(s) who
feel would appreciate receiving a Pra
Shawl, please contact Dorothy Wallace at
-6940 or Fonda Rist at 650-3971. Past Pr
Shawl recipients have included hospitalized patiemsne-
bound individuals, people in the midst of grief, ndividuals
experiencing various other life burdens. In addittonour
Prayer Shawls, we now have Pocket Shawls availabi
those individuals who are serving in our Armed Forc
you have a special soldier in your life who you kneauld
appreciate receiving a Pocket Shawl, please comasto
Kim.

oany donation can be given to Chris Conness or Jarcs.

P

LElan is to sponsor 15 children/teenagers, providibg0 in pre-

SURGE (UMYF)

Go Eagles?? Ok, Phillies lost...no big deal. | didmit...a lot!
Knowing that claymation Christmas shows and momimp-
kin pie was coming certainly helped wipe away arsappoint-
ment! This is a crazy time for us all, but hopefuhis will be a
season of remembrance for: Christ, loved ones (ledegone
and of God'’s victorious kingdom that surrounds Ais.we are
bearing down on the holidays, | hope you will fipdace, joy,
and relaxation amongst all the hustle and bustlthisftime of
year.

Here are a few announcements for yau

December 8 the SUMC youth will be hosting Parent’s Nig
Out 2009. Parents with children ages 1 yr old tyd#x old can
be dropped off in the Family Life Center startingépm and
picked up in the FLC at 10pm. Children will be beakup by
age group throughout different parts of the chukde’ll have
food (dinner and snacks), games, movies, craftd, raore!
Youth group members are NEEDED to come help eaohpgy
of children. Responsible, Safe Sanctuary approvkdts will
be assigned to each group so as to maintain tretysaf all
children. The cost is $20 for one child, $35 fdamily of two,
$45 for a family of four or more.

Through the weekend of Decembef"1113", both of our Senior
High and Junior High Youth Groups will be attendimigsion
trips. The Senior High will be heading to the Cb#d to work
with Alzheimer’s patients and the homeless comnyuimitthe
city area. Junior High students will be headingthie Light-
house Care Center in Conway, SC to provide a diandrpre-
sent giving time for teenagers who are, for onesgraor an-
other, under the supervision of the South Carotioart sys-
tems (your teenagers will be safe!! NO worries!\Wye have
Eplenty of spots open for both youth and adultsttena either
trip. Please contact Jon Marcus with any questions.

)

-

ORTANT: We are in need of church members and-non

?ché:lrch members to help in the process of providiftg for the
(& nagers of the Lighthouse Care Center. Thesageenrarely
.receive even a small portion of the joy, food, anésents tha
'Hhost other teenagers their age receive during thesithas
season. These children of God are in need of cugregation’s
¥Ip! Would you please consider giving a donatmmards our
&F6fs to provide these teenagers with a joyfuti€tmas? You
can place a donation of check or money in an epeeloro-
vided to you or in the pews during any of worshgvices.
_Place these envelopes in the offering during oneuofservices
rwith “Junior High Mission Trip” written on the enlape. Also,

UDon't forget about our annual Boys and Girls Clubri§tmas
Dinner on December 1'7from 6:30pm-8:30pm. This year, o

knts and a gift-basket to each family. We are yavemprecia
tive of our congregation that supports this evéritiere is any-
one who wants information about making a donatibrpre-
sents, please contact Jon Marcus.

fI(E)njoy your Christmas holiday! Happy New Year td alle’ll
see you in 2010

Blessings,

Jon Marcus

Director of Youth, Young Adult, and FLC Ministries




