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Pastor’s Report to Charge Conference--November 1, 2009 
  

 What a wonderful privilege it is for me to serve as the Senior Pastor of this wonderful congregation. 
The last twelve months have been a time of both accomplishments and learning from mistakes. Thank you for 
your support of my leadership and the prayers you are offering for me and my wife, Teresa and my daughter, 
Aliceann. We covet your continued prayers. 
 Last year I shared a number of items in my Report to Charge Conference. I want to update you on these 
and then offer some additional reflections. 
1) We have wonderful facilities.  

� In the last year we have worked hard to reduce the Family Life Center building debt. Earlier this year we 
refinanced our mortgage at a reduced interest rate. Our current giving to the Building Fund is strong. Our 
commitments for 2010 are already over $123,000. With cash on hand, we need an additional $658, 814 to 
retire our note. At the rate we are going, I anticipate us paying off the loan by the end 2013. However, it is 
possible we can accomplish this goal before that time. Our FLC is a tremendous asset and is in constant use. 

� Earlier this year we replaced the roof on our sanctuary for $55,173. We now owe $35,160.  

� Our new sound system was installed this spring. It has greatly enhanced our worship and music ministries. 
Earlier this month we started making recordings of our 11 o’clock worship service available on our website 
and on compact discs. While the contractor was onsite we made adjustments to enhance the FLC sound sys-
tem by repositioning the speakers. The total cost was $42,639. Prior to the UMM fish fry and the Choir’s 
bake sale, the balance is $8,626. 

� Thanks to our United Methodist Women, our nurseries have been completely refurbished. We now have 
separate, yet visibly connected spaces for babies and toddlers. 

2) Our church is serious about Discipleship. 

� Earlier this year we began offering advanced courses in biblical studies. While I still hope this is something 
we can introduce at another time, our first attempt was not successful. 

� Our Bible studies on Wednesday mornings and Wednesday nights are well attended and the discussions are 
lively. 

� We have a number of wonderful Sunday school classes. We need to do a better job of promoting our Sunday 
School program and offer additional classes to attract new members. 

3) We now have a Policy Manual with sections on Facilities Usage (including Fees), Personnel (with Job De-
scriptions), Weddings, and Safe Sanctuary. We have not yet approved a policy concerning Vehicle Use. 

4) One of our goals has been to offer ministries to attract young adults.  

� A young adult Sunday School class was attempted. Unfortunately, it did not survive.  

� On the other hand, our contemporary worship service, The Well, has been more successful. We need to bet-
ter advertise this service in our community.  

5) On January 1, 2009, we implanted a new accounting system that provides us with real time financial infor-
mation. This has proved to be an excellent tool for our Finance Committee. We also had an outside audit of 
our books conducted. 

6) Our staff is striving to work as a cohesive team. We have meetings on Mondays at noon to report on our min-
istries and coordinate our schedules. We also take time to lift up the prayer concerns of our congregation. 

7) I continue to be impressed with the volunteers in our church. Many of you take very seriously your commit-
ment to serve this congregation with your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness. 
You make it a pleasure to serve as one of your pastors. 

8) New ministries continue to grow and flourish. The prayer shawl ministry and the Upper Room Prayer Minis-
try are but two of the outstanding ministries making a difference in the lives of hurting people within and 
outside the walls of our parish.  

9) Our Long Range Planning Committee has been at work fine tuning our mission and vision statements. The 
committee has received input from most of the ministry areas in our congregation. Later this month the 
committee will interview the church staff. Early next year the committee will formulate a plan involving 
one, three, five, and ten-year goals. This plan will be presented to the Church Council for review. A final 
draft will then be prepared for adoption. Upon the adoption of the plan, the committee will be disbanded and 
the Chairperson of the Church Council will assign each of the adopted goals to the appropriate ministry 
area. If you would like to make a suggestion to the Planning Committee, please send it in writing to the 
church office. Until our church adopts a long-range plan of action, it is my 
hope that we will concentrate on what we are currently doing rather than un-
dertake any new projects.  
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Nov.  Discovery Class 
Dec.  Discipleship Class 
Jan.   Fellowship Class 
Feb.  International Class 

8:30 AM  
  Roger Radcliffe (C) 

Sarah Radcliffe 
Joan Coleman 

Mitchell Coleman 

11:00 AM  
Al Faidley (C) 

Jerry Ives 
Bret Moon 

Mike Vereen 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Ladies as I am writting this we have not had the Bake Sale 
but I know it will be a good one. I want to thank all of you 
that helped bake and work the sale. 
  
The next thing we have coming up is our General Meeting 
Nov 14th at 10:00 a.m.  I hope you will all mark it on your 
calendar and come join us. You do not have to be a member 
of a circle to come and see what we are all about we would 
love to have you join us. Remember Christmas Cookie 
Walk is around the corner so be searching out those cookie 
recipes and be ready for more baking. 
 
God Bless, 
Debbie Smith  
 
Attention SUMC UMW Members: 
 "Thanks be to God for his gift beyond words!  II Corin-
thians 9:15 (NEB) 
  
Please remember with thanksgiving your many blessings 
during this past year and bring your World Thank Offerings 
to your November Circle Meetings or the UMW General 
Meeting on Saturday, November 14.  This undesignated 
gift to mission is one of the two extra giving opportunities 
Methodist Women have each year in addition to their 
Pledge giving.  You may write a check representing the 
amount you have collected in your box or giving container 
or bring the loose change.  I have World Thank Offering 
Boxes if you need one for next year's offering.  Thank you 
for remembering our UMW purpose with these spontane-
ous gifts of gratitude.  Happy Thanksgiving.  Judy Liene-
mann, UMW Treasurer 

 
HOPE CIRCLE 

Hope Circle will hold its regular meeting on November 5 at 
12:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Devotions will be given 
by Betty Sherman, followed by a program on Bible Study 
Fellowship (BSF) led by Mickey Potts and Evelyn 
Cockey.  Refreshments will be furnished by Betty Sherman 
and Bonnie Maddox.  Anyone interested in attending the 
meeting may bring a sandwich and join the fun and fellow-
ship. 
 

JOY CIRCLE 
Joy Circle will meet Tuesday, November 10 at 12:00 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall.  Maddy Joyce and Charlotte Sandel 
will be the hostesses.  Pastor Kim will lead the devotions.  
Sally Jones will have the Thank You program.  Don't forget 
to bring Thank You offering and can goods.  We love new 
people so bring a sandwich and join us. 
  

MARY BAKER CIRCLE 
At our meeting on Wednesday, November 11 at 10:30 a.m. 
we will have our World Thank program.  In these anxious 
times, come and review all the things for which we can be 
thankful.  Hostesses will be Elaine Paige and Sallie Crow-
ley.  Bring a sandwich and a friend and join us. 
 
 

A NOTE FROM THE PARISH PASTOR 
 

REAL OR NOT? 
I have a question for you......are you Real?  Notice, that's 
Real....with a capital R. 
  
A few days ago, I came across a wonderful little reflection upon 
this idea of...Real. 
It's a reflection based upon Margery Williams' mystical tale of 
the amazing power of love.....entitled, The Velveteen Rab-
bit.......written in 1927. 
  
That reflection focused primarily on a couple of insightful con-
versations between two characters in the book.......The Skin 
Horse and The Velveteen Rabbit. 
Skin Horse was very old, wise and experienced in regard to living 
the life of a toy.  So  one day, Skin Horse decided to give some 
advice to Velveteen Rabbit, regarding one of Rabbit's most favor-
ite subjects......becoming Real. 
  
Skin Horse patiently explained to Velveteen Rabbit that...."Real 
isn't how you are made.  It's a thing that happens to you.  When a 
child loves you for a long, long time, not just to play with, but 
REALLY loves you, then you have become Real". 
  
Skin Horse then goes on to explain that....."generally, by the time 
you are Real, most of your hair has been loved off, and your eyes 
drop out, and you get loose in the joints, and very shabby!  But 
those things don't matter at all, because once you are Real, you 
can't be ugly, except to people who don't understand". 
  
Let's apply this remarkable philosophy to our own lives as real 
(small r!) human beings! 
  
According to Skin Horse's explanation, in order for toys to be-
come Real, they must be loved by a child.  Likewise, in order for 
us to become Real, we must become lovers of Real life....with all 
its' struggles and frustrations and joys! 
  
Just like Velveteen Rabbit, I think each one of us desires to 
be truly Real....truly genuine....truly authentic.  And sometimes 
that's pretty difficult....or painful....or both difficult and pain-
ful!  After all, the thought of losing our whiskers or having our 
tail come unsewn is scary!  Indeed, in a world that judges by ap-
pearances, it's embarrassing when all the pink gets rubbed off our 
nose!  Most assuredly, Velveteen Rabbit isn't alone in wanting to 
become Real.  
  
So one final thought......becoming Real doesn't happen over-
night!   In order to become Real, we have to have patience.  Be-
coming Real only happens....gradually.  Becoming Real only 
happens when we finally are willing to acknowledge, appreciate 
and accept who we REALLY are!  Becoming Real only happens 
when we learn to trust our heart.....and obey our Creator. 
  
But then, as Margery William says....."once you are Real, you 
can't become unreal again.  It lasts for always". 
  
So when it seems to you that your black button eyes have 
lost their polish, take heart!  Because that just means that 
now those eyes have become windows to your true 
soul....and now they see nothing but beauty..... 
  
....which is how you will ultimately know that you 
have finally become Real....not only to those 
who know and love you, but to everyone you 
encounter. 
  
Blessings and love -- 
Pastor Kim  
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CARE CIRCLE 
CARE CIRCLE will be meeting on Tuesday, November 
17 - please note change in scheduled date- at 6:30 p.m. at 
SUMC.  Judy Walsh is our hostess.  We plan to collect 
items to support the troops with Operation Rudolph.  A list 
of items will be sent via email and will be posted on the 
bulletin board in the Adult Sunday school room.  

 
QUEST CIRCLE 

Quest Circle will meet Tuesday, November 24 at 7:00 
p.m. at Nell Boyd's home.  
 

UMW READING PROGRAM 
We are fortunate to have an excellent book in our Educa-
tion for Mission category.  “Three Cups of Tea” tells of 
how a young mountaineer lost while trying to climb K-2 in 
the mountains of Pakistan, finds a way to promote peace 
one school at a time in the forbidding area of Pakistan/
Afghanistan.  Also, in the light of recent news, this might 
be a good time to read “Gambling-Don’t Bet On It!” in 
Nurturing for Community category.  Of course—R.R.! 

 
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 

Church Women United will celebrate World Community 
Day on Saturday, November 7 at 11:45 a.m. at St. Mi-
chael’s Catholic Church in Garden City.  Lunch will be 
served.  A sign up sheet is at the parking lot entrance. 

 
Open Letter of Gratitude to UMW of SUMC: 
Dear Friends, 
I was pleased to take June Reese of Hope Circle and 
Nancy Yongue of Mary Baker Circle with me to the 
Marion District Annual Meeting in Mullins on September 
26th and also to personally represent our General Unit at 
the South Carolina UMW Annual Conference in Sumter 
on October 10th.  We picked up Reading Certificates for 
Sally Crowley, June Reese, Charlotte Sandel, Doris Shoe-
bridge, Judy Thomas, Nancy Winn, and Nancy 
Yongue.  A candle was lit for each member of our Unit 
who has made the transition from death into Life Eternal 
since the 2008 Annual Meeting.  Those members included 
Terri Hughes of Quest Circle, and Monty Richards, 
Marjorie Coles, Charlotte Blumers, Edith Pierczynski, and 
Peggy Williamson of Mary Baker Circle.  Jean Clemmons, 
our Grand Strand Cluster Leader, was the featured 
speaker.  Jean's topic was "Giving Hope to Orphans in 
Africa."  She shared a PowerPoint presentation of her re-
cent trip to Kenya with the ZOE Ministry.  Our General 
Unit was recognized as a Mission Today Unit and re-
ceived a certificate for being a Five Star/Five Mission 
Award Unit.  All of you working together made these rec-
ognitions possible.  Thank you. 
  
The Marion District Calendar for 2010 is set and includes 
the Mini School of Mission being held in our church on 
January 23rd.  Grand Stand and Georgetown Units will 
meet together for a Cluster Meeting  at First UMC in Myr-
tle Beach on March 13th.  Please mark your calendars for 
an opportunity for Spiritual Growth at the Tri-District  

                            cont.    

Retreat at Springmaid Beach next September 17-19 and 
the SC Conference Annual Meeting being hosted by the 
members of Belin UMW in Murrells Inlet on October 22 
& 23.   
  
April 30-May 2, 2010 is the UMW National Assem-
bly being held in St. Louis, MO.  There are buses going 
and some are choosing to fly into St. Louis - either way, 
you won't want to miss this "mountain top" experience 
where over 4,000 UMW from all over come together to 
celebrate and make plans for the future of United Method-
ist Women. 
  
I am so glad to be part of this organization of women 
whose purpose is to know God and experience freedom as 
whole persons through Jesus Christ.  Please join us here at 
Surfside and experience the supportive fellowship the 
women and programs of the United Methodist Women's 
Organization offer. 
  
We are "Called to Carry His Light." 
Judy Lienemann, Secretary, SUMW 

 
FRIENDLY SENIORS 

Join us on Tuesday, November 17 at 12:00 p.m. in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  You may be receiving an early Thanksgiv-
ing dinner.  Bring a covered dish and join us.  Remember 
our book exchange. 
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Praise the Lord.  Through the generous offerings and tithes 
from our SUMC congregation our income for the month 
of September put us at a close to breakeven for the year 
thus far.  Year-to-date total income through September 
was $453,638 while expenses were $453,895 which in-
cluded paying 2 months of our apportionments in that 
month. 
 
The Finance Committee will be working on a budget for 
2010 in the next few weeks.  Our Rock Solid Giving cam-
paign has ended as we continue to receive pledge cards for 
next year.  We would like to receive even more pledge 
cards as that will be the basis for budgeting for next year.  
Those pledge cards can go directly to Kesha as she keeps a 
tally on the total pledged.  It is through the total pledged 
that the budget will be formed for 2010. 
 
Additional financial information can be found on our web-
site, www.surfsideumc.org, (Budget/Finance) and in the 
bookcase in the narthex.  On the website you will also find 
the connection to our OnLine Giving page where you may 
give through your debit/credit card or directly from a bank 
account.  Each month there are more members taking ad-
vantage of this convenient method. 
 
Thanks to our congregation for your continued support.  
We all look forward to the many activities that will be tak-
ing place at SUMC throughout the next few months.  
God’s blessing to all.  
Bill Porter 
Treasurer 
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PRESCHOOL NEWS 
Happy Harvest! 
 October has been wonderful.  The children have 
all adjusted so well!  It's has been a busy month.  We 
started with a bang with the Parent Club fund raiser. 
Now our Hot Dog Booth at the Craft Fair is bound to be 
a success. We had a visit from the Surfside Beach Fire-
men and Surfside Beach Police Officer Frederick.  If 
they see you, yell “Stranger” and run away they learned 
it here!  Our Book Fair helped us replenish our old well 
used books plus more.  Thank you everyone! 
 The children’s Thanksgiving Feast is on Tues-
day, November 24th at 10:00 a.m. in the FLC.  Each class 
prepares a food for the feast (popcorn mix, fruit salad, 
pumpkin pies and Turkey sandwiches). The children will 
parade into the hall dressed as Pilgrims and 
Indians.  They sing songs they learned in 
music and then eat!  It is so important to 
teach them to be thankful for what they 
have. On November 3rd the fours are going 
to Chapin Library for a puppet show.  They 
will see ‘The Old Women who Tripped the 
Fairies”.  Sounds interesting! 
      December will be upon us sooner than 
you think.  It is always busy during Novem-
ber and December so don't forget to sit back 
and enjoy the moments with God's most 
precious gifts, Children.  
Happy Harvest! 
Mrs. Carol Ann Thrall, Director 

MUSIC NOTES 
Spirit Singers 

Preparation of our Christmas cantata, 
‘The Mystery and the Majesty’, by Jo-

seph Martin, is well underway.  This 45-minute can-
tata will be presented with chamber orchestra during 
both worship services on December 20.  Come join us! 
 
On May 15-16, 2010, our choir will combine with 
Shallotte Presbyterian Church to present concerts at 
each church with Joseph Martin.  Dr Martin is interna-
tionally acclaimed as a pianist, conductor, and com-
poser; many of our cantatas  (including our upcoming 
Christmas cantata) and anthems are his compositions.  
These concerts will be a tremendously rewarding ex-
perience for our church and community.  Funds to 
support these events will be raised by the choir 
through various fundraising activities throughout the 
coming year. 
  
Jubilation Ringers 
Our Jubilation Ringers are preparing 
music for anthems and offertories during 
worship services.  We currently have two 
ringing positions open. We are also frequently in need 
of substitute ringers, which is a good way to try out 
our ensemble.  If you are interested in ringing with us, 
please contact Glynis. 
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We are having a bake sale in the Fel-
lowship Hall on Sunday, November 22 after each ser-
vice.  All proceeds will go to the church’s new sound 
system!  We’ll have homemade breads, cookies, pies 
and other yummy items for sale.  Mark your calendar 
and be sure to stop by! 
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Huff and Puff Basketball: 
Due to some scheduling conflicts 
we are changing the evening we are 
playing Huff and Puff. Starting 
Thursday, October 29th we will begin at 7:00 p.m. 
and every Thursday evening following will change 
to 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  The only exception to this will 
be every third Thursday when the UMM have their 
meeting, there will not be any basketball. Please 
come out and join in on the fun, no matter what 
your basketball skill level is. It’s all about some 
older guys playing half court, getting some much 
needed exercise and enjoying the camaraderie. 
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BRAZIL MISSION TRIP 
During the month of July, 2010, Pastor Scott will be 
leading a team to South Brazil for two weeks. Some of 
the opportunities for mission work on this trip will be: 
Evangelism (door to door and nightly services), Con-
struction, Medical, Dental, and Drama. We will also 
visit the Pantanel Mission in Curitibia where Bishop 
Lopes’ wife is the Pastor. The trip will cost about 
$1,500 (two-thirds of which will go to travel expenses) 
plus personal expenses, some meals, visas, and souve-
nirs. We’ll spend a few days sight-seeing and learning 
the culture. 
 
We will have an informational meeting on Tuesday, 
November 10, 6:30 p.m. in Room 110. If you are at all 
interested come to the meeting and learn more. Invite 
your friends. 
 
Keep in mind that it is winter in southern Brazil in July. 
The winter there is a little milder than that of the Grand 
Strand. 

 The choir would like to thank all who have 
answered our request and donated file cabi-
nets for our choir room.  We now have 
enough to accommodate the music needed 
to be filed.  Thanks so very much for help-

ing us out! 
~Spirit Singers 

�
������

�
Thank you Pastor Scott for all your help and support, 
especially coming to our home and talking with my chil-
dren and playing with the grandchildren.  I would also 
like to thank all the women who provided lunch for us, 
after the funeral.  It was wonderful.  And thank you to 
everyone who sent cards. 

~Bernice Troutman 

HEALING CIRCLE  
The Surfside UMC is offering a ministry fellowship 
opportunity called The Healing Circle.  The Healing 
Circle is open to anyone who has, or is currently ex-
periencing grief of any kind – job related, death of a 
loved one, divorce, etc.  The Healing Circle meets 
every Tuesday afternoon at 2:00 p.m. in the Church 
Parlor.  If you would like to participate in this nurtur-
ing experience of support and encouragement, please 
join us!  Call Pastor Kim if you have any questions. 

If you would like to donate 
a Prayer Shawl to the 
church, or if you would like 
to suggest a recipient for a 
Prayer Shawl, please con-
tact Dorothy Wallace (215-
6940) or Fonda Rist (650-
3971), our Prayer Shawl 
Coordinators.  Past recipi-
ents of our Prayer Shawls 

have included individuals who are struggling 
with illnesses, grief, and various other life bur-
dens.   In addition to our Prayer Shawls, we are 
now providing Pocket Shawls for those serving 
in the military.  For more information about 
these Pocket Shawls, or if  you would like to 
help, please contact Fonda or Dorothy.  
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