
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

July 2010   

Surfs ide  United Methodist  Church 

   

Dear Friends, 
At our Church Council meeting  in May, our congregation�s leadership adopted a road 
map to guide us for the next ten years. Our new long-range plan will help us be inten-
tional about our ministries, financial resources, staffing, and facilities. After the Church 
Council assigns responsibilities for all the tasks we hope to accomplish, the entire plan 
will be presented to our congregation. In the mean time, take some time to study our 
newly adopted guiding statements: 
 

Background 
Surfside United Methodist Church was chartered in 1966.  The church had 65 founding 
members and served a small number of residents in the Surfside Beach community, 
breaking ground on its first fellowship hall/sanctuary in April 1966.  In March 1983, 
ground was broken for the present sanctuary; the style of the sanctuary was inspired by 
the Biblical story of Noah�s Ark to create a shelter of  peace for all who are troubled and a 
vessel that securely sustains us in our spiritual journey.  In February 1995, the church 
added a second Sunday morning worship service to accommodate the growing number of 
members and visitors.  In 2006, a Family Life Center was added.  What began as a small 
church serving the residents of Surfside Beach has quickly grown into a vibrant church 
with numerous ministries serving more than 1,000 members and hundreds of visitors.   

 

Mission Statement 
Surfside United Methodist Church is a diverse community of believers,  

�  committed to Jesus Christ,  
�  empowered by the Holy Spirit, and  
�  united in the love of God.   

We are a Christ-Centered, Biblically-Rooted, Warm-Hearted Church.   
Our mission is to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ through participatory worship, 
energized by a variety of missions totally committed to our church and community. 
 

Vision Statement  
The Surfside United Methodist Church seeks to be a worshiping community of Christians 
that welcomes and serves the residents and visitors of the Grand Strand with the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. 

Long-Range Plan  
Surfside United Methodist Church is a growing church in a high-growth area.  The popu-
lation of the area, both in terms of transient visitors and permanent residents, is expected 
to grow substantially over the next decade.  Surfside United Methodist Church must es-
tablish and maintain a long-range plan if it is to balance the needs of its congregation with 
the potential of its growth.  The Bible sets forth a clear instruction of the need for long-
range planning in the New Testament:               

            � He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid 
              the foundation on rock. When a flood came the torrent struck the 
              house but could not shake it, because it was built well.� 

� Luke  6:48 
 

In the fall we will emphasize our Mission and Vision in our worship services. Stay tuned. 
May God continue to guide us into the future He has prepared for 
this great church!                                                           Be blessed, 
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July  Discovery Class 
Aug. Discipleship Class 
Sept. Fellowship Class 
Oct.  International Class 

8:30 AM  
Rod Smith (C) 
Katrina Barton 

Bert Christy 
Judy Walton 

11:00 AM  
July 4 & 11 

Belinda McKee (C)  
Regina Altman 
Teresa Wachter 
Sandy Wetter 

 
July 18 

Belinda McKee (C) 
Cindy Parrish 

Teresa Wachter 
Sandy Wetter 

 
July 25 

Pam Jordan (C) 
Alicia Klouser 

TBA 
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A NOTE FROM THE PARISH PASTOR 
 THE GOD THAT GOES BEYOND EXPECTATION 
  
I was driving home from a hospital visit the other day, and I started thinking about all the families of our congregation who are 
struggling with sadness, grief, illness, discouragement and possibly even hopelessness.  I was thinking about all the challeng-
ing circumstances in the lives of these various church family members, and then I got to thinking about Dr. Seuss!  Let me ex-
plain..... 
  
Dr. Seuss wrote a book entitled...."On Beyond Zebra".  In that book, Conrad Cornelius O’Donnell O’Dell is the main character, 
and he is learning to spell.  Conrad begins his alphabet in the typical way....A is for Apple, Be is for Bear.....and when Conrad 
concludes with the phrase....Z is for Zebra....he thinks he is finished.   
  
But a friend of Conrads’ then takes a piece of chalk and writes one more letter....an imaginary letter that actually spells a silly 
word.  Conrads’ story continues in classic Seuss style, where new letters are introduced which stand for imaginary 
things....while Conrads’ teacher tells him that in the places he goes and the things that he sees, he could never survive if he 
stopped at the letter Z. 
  
The book goes on to introduce all kinds of fascinating letters and concepts that are beyond the ordinary, bringing a whole new 
dimension to a childs’ frame of reference.  But that’s just the point, you are probably saying......it is a childs’ book.  What can 
possible be beyond Z?  Z is as far as the alphabet goes, right?  Once you’ve reached Z, you’ve reached the end.  There is no 
more. 
  
We have all experienced times in our lives when it may seem that we’ve come to a halt.....we have come to the Z.  You might 
be at the end of the road in your life.  You may feel that there are no more options...that life has dealt you a dead-end 
hand....that you never can get beyond the Z.  Maybe the end of the road for you is a divorce....the death of a loved 
one....financial distress....a serious medical situation.... 
  
If you are experiencing a particular point of defeat in your life right now, then please be encouraged - because these are exactly 
the times when God Almighty loves to take up the chalk of our lives - no matter how blunt and worn down and colorless - and 
draw one letter more!  And more often than not, it is a letter we’d never even dreamed of before! 
  
Even though it is "just a childs’ book", I think Dr. Seuss’ masterpiece, "On Beyond Zebra" is a great example of the awesome 
reality of the love God Almighty has for each one of us.....a love which goes way "beyond Z"!  In my life experience, for ex-
ample, God’s love has been proven to be way more wonderful than anything I can conceive in my "everyday A to Z" frame of 
reference!   
  
The writer of Ephesians prays that we could experience or know the love of Christ that surpasses all knowledge (3:19). How 
true these words are - for Gods’ love creates new possibilities for us each and every day - bringing with is the blessings of joy, 
expectancy and hope.  And the best part of all, is that the "on beyond zebra" kind of love God offers uses the very situations 
we are in....meets us right where we are.....and gives us a new purpose and hope....either by reconfiguring our circumstances or 
by changing our perspective! 
  
So as we struggle through our routine, and sometimes quite challenging "A to Z" activities of daily life, I invite you to keep 
this in mind:  because of Gods’ never ending and all encompassing love, no matter what your situation, you will never find 
yourself at the end (at Z) of your rope...with no options and nowhere else to go.  Our great and loving God Almighty always 
has another idea....God always has one more letter to draw with the chalk of our lives. 
  
Thanks be to God! 
 Pastor Kim  

 
 
Hello Ladies: 
 
Hope you are enjoying the HOT summer weather. My vegetable garden is basically done for the summer. We enjoyed the har-
vest. The jury is still out on the tomatoes. Sonny has been working on them nearly everyday. He examines the bugs and then 
tries a new organic liquid to kill them. He even ordered special �bugs� to kill the bugs we have in the yard. He is persistent  in 
the care of his garden. Sonny cares for his garden the way that God takes care of us. With persistence: Don�t you love it!! 
 
Hope you all are getting your summer reading in with the new books in the Reading program. Check the narthex. 
 
Thanks to all who provided snacks for the VBS adults. We really appreciated them. 
 
The School of Christian Mission is in Spartanburg this month. I have information on the bulletin board for anyone that is inter-
ested in attending.  
 
Rest now, because fall is another busy time for the UMW.  Have a great summer. Be safe if you are traveling.  Be careful 
around our visiting tourists.  Stay Cool!!  And wear sunscreen!!                                        ~Sandy Wetter 
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CARE CIRCLE 
We will not be meeting in the month of July.  Thank you 
to those members who contributed items to make our an-
nual Salkehatchie First Aid Kits and a great BIG thank 
you to the Fellowship Sunday School class for giving us 
the money toward the rest of the items needed!  A big 
thank you goes to Sophie Neely for putting these kits to-
gether and to Sarah Lane for decorating each of these kits 
for the kids to take on this worthwhile, selfless minis-
try!  Best wishes go out to Leigh Gulledge as she recuper-
ates from shoulder surgery last week! 

 
UMW READING PROGRAM 

Just in time for your summer reading there are five new 
books available. 
 
Educ. For Mission-A Love Affair with India 
Spiritual Growth-Christian in Conflict 
Nurt. For Community-Caring for Mother 
Social Action-Closing the Food Gap and the Road of Lost 
Innocence 
 
Remember�to obtain a certificate, you must read Re-
sponse regularly.  R.R.R.! 
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Hi Everyone! 
 
Hope this newsletter is finding you all re-

laxing and enjoying the heat, I mean summer! 
 
I am still taking applications for the two positions we have 
open for the fall. One is in the nursery and the other is for 
our roaming aide. 
 
I also have a few openings in the fall for 3 and 
4 year olds. 
 
Other than that have a Blessed month! 
 
Carol Ann Thrall 
Director 

CRAFT CLUB 
The craft club is having a good time 
this summer all we lack is more peo-
ple to enjoy our lively conversations 
and finding a good place to eat lunch.  
We swap books, discuss the latest 
happenings and if we have time we 
work on a craft project.  In other 

words  being a crafter is not a requirement.  We are in es-
sence a social club who happen to cro-
chet, knit, quilt, do assorted crafts or do 
nothing.  We meet every Tuesday 
morning at 9:00 a.m. in the fellowship 
hall.  Come early or late, but give us a 
try.  You may enjoy us. 
 

FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
A few years ago, artist Joan Osborne recorded a song 
�What if God was One of Us?� This same question was  
presented in a classic television show. And, a grandfather 
wanted to ensure his grandson was baptized though the 
child�s father didn�t believe in the existence of a  
God.  What should he do?  We�ll look at how these two 
events impacted our well-intended characters in 1970s 
television shows in the Fellowship class in July.  Addi-
tional lessons during the month will provide opportunities 
to discuss and apply our views on current events as they 
relate to the United Methodist Church teachings and the 
Christian family. 
 

Our grief support class, Moving Through Grief, has been a 
blessing to all participants for the first three weeks we 
have been meeting.  As we continue to move through San-
dra Aldrich’s book "Will I Ever Be Whole Again", we in-
vite you to join us for this intimate fellowship time of lis-
tening, consoling, sharing and supporting.  We have 7-8 
class members per session, and our participants represent a 
group of people who have experience grief in a variety of 
settings. 
  
This twelve-week class is held every Monday from 5:00
-6:00 p.m. in the Church Parlor.  You can join us any 
time!  All that is required is a listening ear, an understand-
ing heart and a caring soul!  Lesson topics throughout the 
month of July include:  Surviving Loss, Coping with De-
pression, Experiencing Abnormal Grief and How to Help 
Others.  Feel free to call Pastor Kim if you would like 
more information. We are in serious 

need of ushers at 8:30 
a.m. worship service.  If you 
would be interested in serving 
for a month, please call John 
Boyd at 651-4757 or 651-4618. 

USHERS 

NEEDED 




