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MARCH

UPCOMING
MEETINGS

March 2 6:30

Committee on
Nominations &
Leadership
Development
Room 110

March 15 7:00

Church Council/Charge
Conference
Fellowship Hall

MARCH USHERS

8:30 AM
Bruce Ellis (C)
Dail Ellis
Bert Christy
David Gover

11:00 AM

Art Chamberlain (C)
Kevin Byrd
Jay Parrish
Jody Ammons

Mar. Discovery Class
April Discipleship Class
May Fellowship Class
June International Class

Dear Friends;

After a long, cold winter, | for one am ready for spring! As | write this note, it is
beautiful and sunny. Isn’t that how the weather should be at the beach?

Even though it has been cold and dreary, our congregation has remained busy over
the last several weeks. Our Valentine’s Dinner and dance was a huge success. Upward
Basketball is exceeding all expectations. The spaghetti supper for our Cub Scouts raised
over $1,000. Our new Boy Scout Troop has been chartered and some of our Cubs have
moved up to the Troop. And, the list goes on.

March looks to be an equally busy month. On March 17, our men’s club will have
the first fund raising event for our new Troop—a barbecue. We will have an Upward
Banquet and will welcome all of our participants at a morning worship service. On Thurs-
days we will have our Lenten Services and lunches. Our new Mother’s Morning Out pro-
gram will begin soon. Look inside for all that we are offering this month.

On March 15, we are scheduled to have a Church Council meeting. Prior to the
meeting, we will be holding a Called Charge Conference at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. We are asking permission to elect a new Church Treasurer and an Assistant Treas-
urer, as our Treasurer has resigned due to the health needs of his wife. Per a request by
the Finance Committee, we are also seeking permission to establish a permanent endow-
ment fund with $10,000 of unallocated church money. The Committee on Nominations
and Leadership Development will offer nominees to constitute an Endowment Committee
of six members.

Immediately after the conclusion of the Charge Conference, the Church Council
will be called to order. The Finance Committee will make a request to designate monies
from our unallocated reserves for building maintenance/capital expenditures and for an
operating reserve fund. Our Long Range Planning Committee will present its recommen-
dation for our congregation’s future and seek the response and input of the Church Coun-
cil and anyone who attends the meeting. Additionally, the Columbarium Committee will
present the plans for a Columbarium. These plans are similar to the plans approved by our
congregation as part of our last building program. Unfortunately, the Columbarium and
office wing were not built during our last building program due to the higher than antici-
pated cost of building the Family Life Center. The Columbarium Committee will share
some of the details of how the Columbarium will be built through already secured dona-
tions. And, we will receive reports from the officers, staff, and committees of SUMC.
Everyone is welcome to attend our Charge Conference and Church Council meetings.

Finally, I want to extend my personal thanks to each of you for what you do to
make Surfside UMC a great place to be in ministry. For your PRAYERS, your PRES-
ENCE, your GIFTS, your SERVICE, and your WITNESS, | am grateful. Keep contend-

ing for the faith by serving Christ as Savior and Lord!
N Wkt
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ANOTE FROM THE PARISH PASTOR

TAKING UP SOMETHING FOR LENT
When | was in my second year of college, | had an opportu-
nity which was presented to me through the Religion Depart-
ment at my college.

To give a little background, after transferring out of the Uni-
versity of lowa, | enrolled in a small Liberal Arts college in
Lake Forest, Illinois. Barat College, as it was called, had once
been a private, Catholic, all women's college. However, it
was interdenominational and co-ed by the time | attended in
1984.

Even though Barat had opened its' doors to men and women of
all denominations, still I was blessed with having a couple of
Catholic nuns as professors for my Religious Studies courses.

While the opportunity to which I just referred was NOT to
enter a Convent (that would be a little extreme, even for
me!), the opportunity | mentioned involved going on a retreat
with some fellow students and the Catholic nuns who were our
chaperones. And the location of this retreat was, in fact, on
the grounds of a Convent a few miles away from the college
campus.

I will truly never forget the experience! | think it was part of
what propelled me to pursue my calling into Ordained minis-
try.  And while there were wonderful moments about
that special weekend which | will always treasure, the one
thing that has stayed with me the most from that experience is
the hush of reverence that enveloped life within those beauti-
ful stone Convent walls.

Reverence.....it's that altered state of consciousness when you
feel awe and wonder because you know you are in the pres-
ence of the Spirit. Reverence enfolds you in perfect peace
because there is no past or future.....only the present mo-
ment....and you are one with Heaven and earth. In reverence,
there is no distinction between body and soul. Meditation can
sometimes induce the special experience of reverence, as
does focusing on something particularly beautiful.....like the
clouds in the sky, or the smooth flow of the ocean, or the light
song of a bird. Even in the midst of our daily routines, con-
centrating on one task at a time with care and attentiveness
can invoke reverence as well.

Of course, most of us do not live behind cloistered walls
where reverence constantly resides. But | have learned that
there are still plenty of avenues to achieve reverence even
amidst the chaos of our daily existence. Writing a note of care
to a friend...listening to music which stirs your
soul.....standing at a window watching the sunset.....petting
your dog while she sleeps peacefully......praying a prayer of
gratitude and thanksgiving......these are just some of the nu-
merous ways we can invite more reverence into our lives.

Real life......the real life of joy we are meant to be liv-
ing....only begins when we restore a sense of reverence to our
daily affairs. During this 40 day Lenten season, instead of

"giving something up" for Lent, | challenge you to "take on
something new and rewarding".....I challenge you to take on

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Hello Ladies.

As | am writing this letter, | am watching the snow accu-
mulate outside on the grass and cars. | love it; of course |
am inside all nice and warm. That is what it is like being
in the UMW of our church. | love all the warmth and
comfort | feel from all of the members of our group. You
have welcomed me and helped me through these first
couple months. Thank you. Now let’s move forward.

I thank all of you who attended the first general meeting
of the year. We welcomed some new members and had a
wonderful presentation on Black History Month. An
“Interview skit” was performed by Doris Shoebridge,
from the Mary Baker Circle, along with guest Clara
Ford, who portrayed the role of Ms. Sojourner. This in-
terview related to the trials and tribulations of black
women. Thank you very much for the program.

We are gearing up to host the World Day of Prayer on
Friday, March 5". Lunch will be served at 12 noon with
a prayer service to follow. We will need volunteers to
serve the lunch. Please let your circle leader know if you
can help.

Of course before that all, the Lenten Lunches begin on
Thursday, February 25. They are in the FLC each Thurs-
day until Easter. Again, relay to your circle leaders if and
when you can help.

I have been reading I Corinthians this week and am re-
minded of how God’s wisdom can be very different from
human wisdom. By praying, having devotions and stay-
ing close to His teachings, “we have the ultimate source
of wisdom.”(Max Lucado)

God bless you and your family.
Sandy Wetter

HOPE CIRCLE
On Thursday, March 4, Hope Circle will hold its
monthly business meeting. Members are asked to meet
in the Fellowship Hall following the Lenten Services and
luncheon.

JOY CIRCLE
Joy Circle will meet at 12:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 9th
in the Fellowship Hall. Hostesses are Maddy Joyce and
Charlotte Sandel. Sally Jones will lead the devotions.
Dolorette Chastain will continue the study of First
John, chapter two. THANK YOU for all the s
Baby gifts for Conway Hospital. We had 38 out- “zgis
fits and 5 blankets. Visitors are welcome to , &
join us.
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MARY BAKER CIRCLE
We will meet on Wednesday, March 10 at 10:30 a.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. We will observe a program of
Prayer and Self-Denial. You are invited to join us for
this important meeting. Bring a sandwich and a friend.
Hostesses will be Beverly Monroe and Shirley Baldwin.

CARE CIRCLE
Care Circle will be meeting on Tuesday, March 9" @
6:30 p.m. in the church parlor. We will be collecting
items for CASA (specifics to be announced at a later
time in bulletin) and the evening’s agenda will be
hosted by Lorraine Ammons and Diane Sowers. We
would love to have you join us!

QUEST CIRCLE
Quest Circle filled health care packages for Haiti in
February. Our next meeting is Tuesday, March 23 at
7:00 p.m. at the home of Dolores Parsons. On Thursday,
March 25, Quest hosts the Lenten Luncheon at SUMC
and our members are asked to help supply sandwiches
and cookies for about 100 people. Call Shirley Pender-
grass if you have questions or wish to attend our meet-

ing.

UMW READING PROGRAM

“Prayers and Ponderings” is the new book in our Read-
ing Program, written by retired missionaries who live at
Brooks-Howell in Asheville, NC. Through writings and
artwork you will feel their love for God and His chil-
dren. Because of its shape and size, this book will be
displayed on the shelf with Response magazine. Don’t
forget to sign it out.

W.RLD

Day OF

PRAYER

Starting in the islands of the Pacific and going around
the globe, World Day of Prayer will be observed on
March 5. Church Women United in the Grand Strand
will host the event here at Surfside UMC. We will
serve lunch at noon, and will follow with the service in
the Sanctuary. If you cannot make the service, you may
stop in for prayer between the hours of 9:30 a.m.-3:00
p.m. Please be a part of this meaningful event, with a
theme of “Let Everything That Has Breath Praise God.”

FRIENDLY SENIORS

Friendly Seniors will meet Tuesday, March
16, at 12:00 noon. Bring a covered dish and
enjoy the good food. We will bring back by
popular demand, Lou Perez, to sing for us. Also bring
those books you have already read and pick up some
you haven't. Don't forget we will observe St Patrick's
day and wearing of the green. A can or box of food for
the food bank is appreciated.

n CHOIR NOTES
Have you ever visited an art mu-
% Jj seum or gallery that has benches in
front of many of the paintings and
other works of art? These benches
are placed there so that viewers may
sit and take in all of the nuances of a particular work of
art-the colors, the form, the attention to the symbolic
meaning. This coming Palm Sunday, March 28, our
Spirit Singers and chamber orchestra will combine to
present Joseph Martin’s cantata, “The Lenten
Sketches™ during both worship services. This dramatic
cantata is inspired by a gallery of pieces that lead
through the last days of Jesus’ life. As we experience
the words and music, we are given mental portraits of
these blessed moments. Come “sit” and take in all of
the love that is offered to us in each of the “Lenten
Sketches.”

Special
Easter
Music

GARDEN TEA PARTY

COMING IN APRIL
The Spirit Singers are organizing a Tea to
raise funds for the Roof. They have cho-
sen "Garden Party” as  the theme this
year. The choir is ask- _%
ing the women of our %%
congregation to participate. You or
your group can help out by setting up a table with china,
helping to prepare the food from our menu, help deco-
rate the FLC, hosting a table, or working in the kitchen
preparing the tea.

U}
[

We'd like to have an "in-house™ Fashion Show featuring
your own Easter/Spring Fashions. We need participants/
models for this Fashion Show. It can be yourself,
Mother/Daughter, Mother/Son or you can
wear your Garden Party Hats.

The Tea is scheduled for Saturday, Aprll
17 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. Sign up sheets to
participate and tickets will be available in
the Fellowship Hall starting March 14 after
both services. Let's make this a fun annual
affair!

For further information call Mary Jane
Miller at 238-0022 or see a choir member |
selling tickets.
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We would like to send our deepest, most heart-
, felt thanks to everyone at Surfside United Meth-
. odist Church. At this very sad time, your warm
“Yo1"™ hugs and the cards you sent with your caring

thoughts and prayers brought us great comfort.
We also appreciate all the donations made in our daughters
name, Dawn Renee Christy Williams, to the Crohn’s Foun-
dation and Jason’s House. Our special thanks to Rev. Scott
Wachter and Rev. Kim Eanes for their visits to our home
with healing words that helped to ease our sorrow. We had
a beautiful memorial service for Dawn in Charlotte, NC
where Dawn lived prior to her moving to Colorado 2 1/2
years ago. Rev. Johnny Lord of the Blair Road United
Methodist Church gave a very uplifting celebration service
of Dawn’s life. Please know that we thank you all from the
bottom of our hearts.

God Bless all of you,
Bert and Shirley Christy

We want to thank all of you for the prayers, cards and
thoughts during John’s recovery. It took a while, but he’s
finally getting back to himself again. We’re so thankful
that God gave us such good friends to care for us. God
bless all of you.

~Sandy and John McFarlane

I'd like to thank everyone for all their prayers, cards and
concerns during my dad's illness and eventual passing the
end of November. I'd also like to thank everyone for em-
bracing my mom and making her feel loved during her stay
here. She's going through a very difficult time without my
dad, but my church family has made her feel loved and wel-
comed.
Blessings to all,
Debbie Robinson

THANK YOU to all who participated with silent auction
donations and bids! The Valentine’s Dance was great fun
and the auction was a success, bringing in over
$2300!!! Pastor Scott is looking into procuring a defibril-
lator unit for the best price for us as we have definitely
raised enough money to buy the 1* unit for our church. We
will keep you posted. Thanks again to all who helped make
this happen!

~Mary Jo Doggett, Evon Gutierrez, Judy Walsh

We would like to thank the congregation for your help with
our "Winter Coat Drive". Thanks to you we collected over
350 warm winter coats, at least that many jackets & sweat-
ers and countless bags of miscellaneous items. All of the
donations were delivered to Help 4 Kids, who then distrib-
uted them to Horry County Families in need of the items.
Thank you so much for your help.

~SUMC Youth

PRESCHOOL NEWS
Dear Parishioners,
~Spring is coming! There is a lot going on
in March at the Preschool. First we are

N
: starting our Mom’s Morning Out pro-
gram on March 1%, It is filling fast so if

you or someone you know is interested call us soon at
843-238-2734. Open registration for the preschool
classes also starts on March 1%, We are looking forward
to meeting new families and the return of old families.

We need your help! Our playground is used by many
groups now that the FLC is so busy. So, as equipment is
wearing out we are being very careful to replace it with
reliable pieces that are rated for ages 3 - 12. Our latest
piece to break was the caterpillar. Children loved climb-
ing on, under and jumping off it. | have found a tunnel
that isn’t as long but is wonderful. The children won’t
be sitting on the chips anymore. It is made of seamless
construction for safe play. It comes complete with an-
choring devices and is rated for ages 2 — 12. We are ac-
cepting donations to help us purchase, ship and install
the tunnel. Remember donations are tax deductible and
the whole church community will benefit from it. You
can put the donation in an envelope marked for the pre-
school playground and hand it into Kesha or on Sunday.
You can stop by the Preschool and check us out in per-
son too.

We will also be preparing for Easter and that means
Spring. Have a great month and a Happy Easter!

Carol Ann Thrall

Preschool Director
- |

Tunnel we would like
to purchase!

The Shack Book Club

During the month of March, we will continue to meet in the
Church Parlor every Thursday at 4:00 p.m. for a discus-
sion of William Paul Young's book "The Shack". Our dis-
cussion is framed around a resource entitled "Finding God
In the Shack" written by Roger E. Olson. Olson reviews
"The Shack" with a theologian's eye and follows up by
delving in to several significant faith issues raised in "The
Shack". Discussion topics upcoming for the month of
March include....universal forgiveness, non-Christian fol-
lowers, and community in Christ.

If you would like to join us, please come to the Church
Parlor every Thursday at 4:00 p.m. There is no need to
buy Olson's book, but you will need to bring a copy of "The
Shack" if possible. Call Pastor Kim if you have any ques-
tions.
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SPIRIT NIGHTS DURING LENT
Thank You all for your continued support of our Spirit Night gatherings!

As we journey through the season of Lent, we will continue to offer delicious food, warm fellowship, spiritual
insight and uplifting worship opportunities through our Spirit Night meals and activities.

On March 3rd and 10th, our Spirit Night schedule will include dinner from 5:15-6:15PM, announcement and
prayer time from 6:15-6:30PM, and then choices of Adult Bible Studies or The Well Contemporary Worship
from 6:30-7:30PM. On March 3rd, Pastor Scott will preach at The Well. On March 10th, Jon Marcus will
preach at The Well.

On March 17th, the Scout Troops from the Surfside UMC will host a BBQ Supper Fundraiser. Although the
meal that night will be served from 5-7PM, we will still have all of our regularly scheduled Spirit Night activities
that evening, with Bible Study, Children's Activities and The Well being offered from 6:30-7:30PM.

On March 24th we will resume our regular Wednesday schedule of dinner, announcements, prayer, children's
activities, Bible studies and contemporary worship.

A supervised nursery is available each week.

Please remember to sign up for dinner weekly on the roster located in the Narthex. Reservations are taken
from Wednesday to Monday, Noon. Upcoming dinner menus are printed each week in the Sunday bulle-
tin. Cost for dinner is $5.00 for adults/$3.00 for children.

EXERCISEcLassesATSUME ..

We have three diverse opportunities for exercis&REY WEEK at the
Surfside UMC! o

On Mondays and Wednesdays, from 9:45-10:45 a.nthénFLC, an COMPASSIONATE CARING

Adult Fitness Class is offered by Pat Messingeis Fitness Class is @ Have you ever heard of....Stephen Ministry
mild level workout involving walking, stretchingght aerobics along

with strength and conditioning exercises. All sk can be performedsiephen Ministry is distinctively Christian ca
either sitting or standing. These classes are fRéease call Pat at 650giying for people going through difficult time
2412 if you need more details or if you have angsgions. In addition gng/or crisis situations. Stephen Ministers
to the Monday and Wednesday classes, Pat is afsdngf an Adult |5y care givers who are specially trained in 1

Yoga class on Fridays. Stephen Ministry program. Stephen Ministe

On Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 11:00 a.m.-NoothénFLC, an Make an initial two year commitment to trai
Aerobics Class is being offered. Cardio with Cyatis a Low Impact ing and service, and after their first 50 hours
Aerobics Class which involves various cardio exasiusing music,training, they begin caring for specific ind
weights and stretching. Each session costs $5@#l Pastor Kim if viduals to whom they have been assigned.
you need more information or....just show up witvater bottle, exer- multaneously, the Stephen Minister participa
cise mat, towel, comfortable clothes, tennies asthie! twice monthly in a peer supervision group.

On Wednesday morning, two Yoga classes are befiegedf in Room /o already have six people from our Surfs
8/10, taught by Mary Jo Doggett._ These Ha_tha chga_ses Serve as damjly of faith who are interested in starting
great way to experience relaxation, centering axefogse all in the Stephen Ministry at our church, but we nee
same place! Through Hatha Yoga, not only will yexperience re- .
freshment and rejuvenation, you will also shargrigat fellowship and
even fun! Currently, both classes are filled tpam -
ity, but Mary Jo is taking names to be placed c;rfi‘;?!\:!p —":EJ‘."
|

1'

(3

coordinator! If you have a compassionate, G
ing heart and a desire to serve people who
going through emotional crises, please talk
Pastor Kim so we can get you on board!

waiting list. If you would like to get on the wiiy ==
list, please call Mary Jo at 712-2932. Thi{g '!
classes are free.
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