
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY USHERS 

May 2010   

Surfs ide  United Methodist  Church 

   

Dear Friends; 
 This month I am going to share with you some news about our planned Columbar-
ium and about our staff. 

COLUMBARIUM PLANS 
 Several years ago plans were drawn up to build a Family Life Center, a Columbar-
ium, and an Office Wing. We have an attractive artistic rendering of our facilities hanging 
in the narthex just outside our sanctuary. This painting depicts the vision of the church in 
regards to our buildings and grounds. It was created over six years ago. The idea was to 
build the three additions to our facilities all at once. The wise decision was made to build 
in stages to prevent taking on too much debt. The Family Life Center was selected as the 
priority for growth. Over the last few years this building has been used by many of our 
ministries and by many other organizations, as well. The prevailing view among those 
who have shared their opinions with me is that we need to add the Columbarium and Of-
fice Wing as soon as we can, without adding to our debt level. I fully agree, understand-
ing that when the time is right, we will add to our facilities. Building the Office Wing is 
not in our immediate plans. 
 However, I am glad to say that the time to build our Columbarium is now! Our 
Columbarium Committee, under the leadership of Chairman Al Faidley, has secured a 
contract to build the Columbarium in accordance with the directives of the Church Coun-
cil and in keeping with the desires of the person who is providing the funding to build the 
first phase of the Columbarium. Ground should be broken very soon with a completion 
time of 90 days. Phase 1 will consist of the exterior walls including over 200 niches, ga-
zebo, fountain, water feature, pump, lighting, trees, footings for future additions, and 
landscaping. The plans are magnificent. 
 The Columbarium Committee has decided to begin offering the niches for sale to 
members of the congregation. All of the niches will be 12 inches wide and 12 inches 
high. 48 of the niches will be 18 inches deep and accommodate three urns. The remaining 
niches will be 12 inches deep and accommodate two urns. The smaller niches are $2,300 
and the larger niches are $2,500. These prices are for the first 50 sold. After that the 
Columbarium Committee will reevaluate the prices. The price includes the faceplate and 
engraving but does not include the urns. The Committee is currently working on the poli-
cies for the Columbarium. Hopefully, the policy will be presented to the Church Council 
at our meeting on May 17, for review and adoption. Fell free to contact me or Al Faidley 
if you have any questions about the project. 
 

STAFF NEWS 
 Our Director of Youth, Young Adults, and Family Life Center Ministries, Jon Mar-
cus, has announced his wedding plans. He will be getting married on July 3, 2010. His 
fiancØ, Glenda, is a nursing student. Jon and Glenda plan to relocate to another location to 
pursue their educational and professional goals. Jon�s last day with us will be July 1. 
Please join with me in sharing your appreciation to Jon for his two years of service to our 
congregation. The Staff-Parish Relations Committee plans to fill this position by August 
1, 2010. We will conduct a nationwide search in order to find the person we need to lead 
our ministries with youth and young adults.   
      Blessings,  
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May  Fellowship Class 
June International Class 
July  Discovery Class 
Aug. Discipleship Class 

8:30 AM  
Ed Curlee (C) 
Burt Brown 

Ted Kershner 
Steve Moore 

11:00 AM  
Al Faidley (C)  
Bill Gulledge 

Doug Thornton 
Mike Vereen 
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Greetings ladies! 
 What a beautiful spring season this has been. The 
flowers are blooming, the trees are budding, and the green 
dust is finally less than an inch. Recently, I was in a 
Wednesday night bible study and was challenged to slow 
down. Imagine that! Drive in the slow lane going the 
speed limit. Allow others to get into the checkout line 
ahead of you. I can�t remember the other suggestions, but 
those were the two that I have been trying to accomplish 
each day. I am tempted, but am doing very well. A gentle-
man, Don, reminded us the bible says �to be still a nd 
know that I am God�. I have been planting my garden s 
with vegetables and flowers. My husband and I have been 
trying to sit on the deck and enjoy what God has pro-
vided. I am also trying to remember the blessings that we 
have. Even though we tend to think of the problems, we 
must remember the blessings. And sometimes it is not 
until we stop�that we remember. 
 
 I know each of the circles is still meeting each 
month and we all encourage you to join us. For the fel-
lowship, the fun, and you know there is always some type 
of food involved! Watch the bulletin and newsletter for 
more info. 
 
 The UMW Mother & Daughter banquet is coming 
up on Friday, May 7 at 6:30 p.m. Mark it on your calen-
dar. If you don�t have a daughter, bring a friend or 
neighbor. Believe me we will have a great time. Care Cir-
cle is in charge this year and the committee has some 
great entertainment in store. Please sign up on the bulletin 
board. Bring a covered dish to share and wear your casual 
resort attire. I am looking forward to seeing you. 
 
 Happy Mother�s Day to all of you �Moms�. Have 
a great month and go sit on your deck or by that �b ig 
body of water� that is close by and �Be still and k now that 
(He) is God�.  

~Sandy Wetter 
 

HOPE CIRCLE 
Hope Circle will meet Thursday, May 6, at noon in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Mickey Potts and Betty Sherman will be 
serving as hostesses.  Following the devotion by Caro-
lynne Rago, a program entitled "Good News, Bad News" 
will be presented by June Reese.  Bring a sandwich and 
join us as we make plans for our June luncheon. 
 

JOY CIRCLE 
Joy Circle will meet in the Fellowship Hall Tuesday, May 
11th at 12:00 p.m.  Gloria Frazier and Harriett Dry are in 
charge of refreshments.  Bee Swartz will have the devo-
tions.  Dolorette Chastain will continue the study of First 
John chapter four.  Bring can goods for the church.  Bring 
a sandwich and join us. 

A NOTE FROM THE PARISH PASTOR 
  

 
WANTS VS. NEEDS 

  
A recent situation in my life started me to thinking 
about this consistent battle in the life of each and 
every one of us.....wants vs. needs. 
 
Do you have everything you need in life?  What about 
your wants?  You know, few of us have everything we 
want, and, at times, our wants can seem positively all 
consuming!  We try to blame our sense of "never be-
ing satisfied" on a mass media that glorifies beautiful 
people and expensive objects, which then causes us to 
lose our focus about what it takes to live a truly 
"satisfied" life.  Just think about what it is "for which 
you are hungering" right now?  Do you really think the 
appetite of your desires can be fulfilled through the 
pages of a glossy flyer advertising the latest 
clothes....the coolest gadgets....or the most exotic 
trips? 
 
If we are to live truly happy, creative and contented 
lives, then it is crucial to learn to distinguish between 
our wants and our needs.  Unfortunately, so 
many people "blur" this distinction, and thus they 
wonder why they are going through life feeling so di-
minished. 
 
The first step in finding true contentment is to make 
peace with the knowledge that we can’t have every-
thing we want!  Instead, we need to be satisfied with a 
pursuit to get everything we need! 
 
As you travel through this next month ahead, be cou-
rageous, and ask yourself:  what is it I truly need to 
make me happy?  Of course, the deeply personal an-
swers to this vital question will be different for each 
one of us.  But we need to trust the loving wisdom of 
our hearts.  Because it is only after we acknowledge 
our inner needs, that we can harness the creative en-
ergy necessary to manifest those needs in our lives.   

 
What is it that you truly need?  Try asking 

yourself that question from God’s perspec-
tive...and see if your answer is any different! 
  
Pastor Kim  
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CARE CIRCLE 
Care Circle is not having a formal meeting in May as 
they are hosting the Mother-Daughter dinner on May 
7th.  Please join us that evening! 

 
MARY BAKER CIRCLE 

We will meet on Wednesday, May 12 at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Once again we will assemble 
health kits and supplies for Rural Mission in John�s Is-
land.  Some of the staff will join us and tell us of their 
problems and achievements.  Lunch will be served.  
Please join us for this important meeting. 

 
UMW READING PROGRAM 

Part of the UMW Purpose states we are to �expand co n-
cepts of mission through participation in the global min-
istries of the church.�  Response magazine tells yo u 
about those who participate in those missions, and of 
how your pledges make it possible.  You are urged to use 
this resource.  R.R. 
 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 
On Friday, May 7 at noon, May Friendship Day will be 
celebrated at St. John Greek Orthodox Church on Bypass 
17 in Myrtle Beach.  This year, in support of Redemp-
tion House, we are asking for donations of gift certifi-
cates from Wal-Mart.  Redemption House provides an 
environment for changes and gives spiritual and Biblical 
counseling.  Bring a sandwich, your Lent coin offering 
and a friend. 

WALLACE FAMILY LIFE CENTER 
Wallace Family Life Center, a mission of United 
Methodist Women near Bennettsville, SC wants to 
get a mini van with Campbell soup labels.  There are 
many products that have Education bar codes on 
them, not just soups.  Please cut them out and place 
them in the box in the Fellowship Hall.  They need 
1,600,000 labels!  Thanks for your help! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

UPWARD BASKETBALL 
Upward Basketball is having a follow up meeting 
for everyone that was involved in the league includ-
ing coaches, assistant coaches, referees, volunteers 
and commissioners.  The meeting on Monday, May 
3 at 6:00 p.m. in Room 110 will focus on how we 
can improve next year and we would love 
to get feedback from those attending 
whether it�s positive or negative.  We will 
also discuss the key dates of next year�s 
league.     
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REMEMBER to check out our 
website, www.surfsideumc.org. 

 
If you would like to begin viewing the news-

letter from our website, please sign up by 
going to the Newsletter link and follow the 

instructions. 
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The scouts of SUMC’s Troop 853 earned battery sales com-
missions of $760 toward their fees to attend Camp Coker as 
a group the week of June 20. Thank you all who purchased 
batteries. And thank you United Methodist Men (and UMW 
for the desserts!) for hosting a successful barbeque March 
17, which raised funds necessary for the troop to purchase 
needed camping equipment. Scoutmaster Russell Hudson 
and the other adult leaders are teaching the boys leadership 
skills, as the new troop transforms from adult-led to boy-led, 
which is a hallmark of the BSA. Meanwhile, the boys are 
enjoying at least one campout per month, with a trip to Half-
way Creek in March and another to Poinsett State Park in 
April. On May 1 our boys will join others for Scout Night at 
the Myrtle Beach Pelicans ballgame. Excitement is building 
as we plan for the new 1100 square foot scout meeting room 
for which renovations be made to the FLC attic.  
 

HUFF AND PUFF BASKETBALL  
We are thinking about starting the “Huff and Puff” basket-
ball night again this summer for all of us older out of shape 
want-to-be basketball players.  We play have court, have 
fun, fellowship and get some much needed exercise one 
night a week.  If you have an interest in playing, please e-
mail neelyjl@yahoo.com and let us know 
what night would be best for you (Monday, 
Tuesday or Thursday) and depending on 
the number of people interested we hope to 
get it started again soon.  You don’t need to 
be a member of the church to play. 
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April has been fun.  The children watched butterfly larva 
grow into beautiful Painted Lady Butterflies.  We 
learned a lot about bugs and flowers all month.  We need 
a beehive, not inhabited, that we can show the children. 
The one we had been using fall apart after years of show 
and tell.                                 

  
Our yearly Zoo Trip was on April 22nd. Our Parents Club 
sponsors the trip and the teachers, children and their par-
ents had a wonderful time. Every year the weather has 
been beautiful which is one of the reasons we go in April 
instead of May!  Seeing animals up close is awesome 
even for adults but most especially for the children. 
   
We are working hard on preparing the children to move 
on.  The fours move to kindergarten and the threes move 
up to the four-year-old classes.  This is the most reward-
ing time of year because we can see the physical growth 
and hear the intellectual growth as the children interact.  
It is also a little sad. We know they must move on.  If we 
have them excited about moving on then we have ac-
complished a great deal. 
 
Graduation is fast approaching. The three-year-old 
graduation, May 18th is an informal presentation in the 
Family Life Center.  It only last about 20 minutes.  The 
parents, children and teachers go to Fuller Park for Pizza 
and fun to celebrate.  

 
The four-year-old graduation, May 20th is held at 7:00 
p.m. in the Family Life Center. The children will present 
a program this year and our theme is “NOAH’S ARK”. 
Anyone is welcome to come.  Our last day of school is 
also May 20th.  It will be a sad and happy day for all. 
  
Thank you all for another very successful spring! 

    
Mrs. Carol Ann Thrall, Director 

Much love and thanks to those who came 
to my grandson' s (Brad Jones) memorial 
service, sent cards and gave me much 
needed hugs. 

                           With much love, 
                              Billie McLain 

��� �
��������������������� �� �

 
A Thank you to Pastors Scott and Kim for their sup-
port at the time of Dave's passing.  Also, to the ladies 
of the JOY circle for their calls, prayers and food that 
was provided for the  family and reception after the 
Memorial service.  At this time, it's the cards, calls and 
prayers that are so appreciated. 

Charlotte Sandel and Family 
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The Spirit Singers want to thank all the people who 
came to the Garden Party Tea on Saturday, April 17.  
The food was delicious, the tables and decorations 
were beautiful, the music was relaxing and the men 
servers were a nice "surprise" for the ladies attending 
the tea and our kitchen helpers. We are pleased to 
have raised around $1,400.00 for the Roof Fund.  


